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1. Summary  
 
1.1 This report asks the Committee to note the response from the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Policy 

to the report, Review of Mayoral Planning Decisions, by the University of Westminster that was 

commissioned by the former Planning and Housing Committee in 2011. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee notes the response from the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Policy to 

the report, Review of Mayoral Planning Decisions, by the University of Westminster, 

commissioned by the former Planning and Housing Committee. 

 

 

3. Background 
 

3.1 In May 2011 the former Planning and Housing Committee agreed the scope for a proposed review of 

a sample of decisions by the Mayor (between 2008 and 2011) on Stage 2 planning applications 

referred to him in order to: 

 

 Check alignment with London Plan policies and proposals;  

 Identify any trends in the balancing of competing priorities and the level of attention given to 

different planning issues; and  

 Identify any issues of inconsistency between/within decisions and advice. 

 

3.2 Members commented on a draft proposal and specification in June 2011 before the invitation to 

tender for the review was sent to a number of potential contractors.  The bids received were 

assessed during early September 2011 and the evaluation panel agreed that one bid was of 

sufficiently higher quality in terms of its proposed approach, the experience of the contractor 

undertaking the analysis and being within the budget limit. The contract was subsequently let to the 

University of Westminster. 



        

 

 

3.3 The University of Westminster’s consultant had access to planning files and carried out the review 

during December 2011 and provided a draft report in January 2012. 

  

3.4 The University of Westminster Ltd’s final report is available on the London Assembly’s website here: 

http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s8757/Appendix%201%20-

%20Review%20of%20Mayoral%20Planning%20.pdf 

 

3.5 The report assesses a sample of 45 applications in terms of compliance with a number of London 

Plan policies including, for example, residential density, affordable housing, provision of social and 

transport infrastructure and design. The report highlights a number of areas where improvements 

could be made in order to achieve greater consistency in the application of policy and obtain better 

data records to monitor outputs.  

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 Following the final meeting of the Planning and Housing Committee in March 2012, the Deputy 

Mayor for Planning and Policy has responded to the recommendations of the report. A copy of his 

letter to the Chair of the Planning Committee has been attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications for the Greater London Authority arising from this report. 

 

 

List of appendices to this report:  

 

Appendix 1 -  Letter to Nicky Gavron AM, Chair, Planning Committee, from Eddie Lister, Deputy Mayor for 

Planning and Policy.  
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